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By the test of this definition modern Germany must
stand or fall. It is perfectly clear to-day that
modem Germany fosters a militarism which makes
for barbarism, and that her existence implies the
growth of coercive institutions as opposed to free
institutions.

Mr Austin Harrison once wrote that the whole
existence and prosperity of modern Germany
reposed upon the Prussian doctrine of efficiency,
and that the essential fact of this efficiency was the
right of every Prussian to strike the face of the man
immediately below him either in the industrial or
military hierarchy. The dominating object of the
Prussian rule is to kill individual initiative and to
convert the individual into a machine. If the
individual resists this process then he must be
scrapped like a machine. Even apart from ques-
tions about liberty it is not too much to say that the
Germans have always menaced the civilisation of
Europe. Their ancestors prepared, and to some
extent carried out, the disintegration of the Roman
Empire and plunged Europe into the period of what
is called " Dark Ages.55 The Roman Empire, how-
ever, was partially preserved by the Catholic
Church. If the " Papacy was but the ghost of the
Roman Empire sitting crowned upon the grave
thereof " it has at least preserved for the world a
part, though but a small part, of the civilisation
which flourished under the Empire; and as from
about the year 1200 Europe was once more united
on such questions as international diplomacy or
private domestic institutions like marriage. This
European tradition was developed to even higher